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The Civilizational Islam Project and its Role in Achieving the Malaysian
Renaissance - An Approach to Universal Laws
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Abstract of the intervention:

The application of civilized Islam is capable of achieving renaissance and
development. That's why some Islamic countries, outside the Arab world, have
succeeded in implementing their development and reform plans. Taking into
account the peculiarities of each country, its reality, perspectives, indicators,
values, habits and policies, the Malaysian experience can be taken as a pattern to
be emulated in the Arab world. It deserves to be a developmental and reform role
model for extracting benefits and lessons. Yet, this does not conflict with the major
axes common to different countries aspiring to achieve expansion and
development; and initiating the foundations of reform and change. Significantly,
this has been revealed by developed countries following this correct approach and
also proved in modern and contemporary reality in assessing and evaluation.
Illustrated by the Malaysian experience being the closest to the peoples of the Arab
world in harmonizing the positives of the Arab Islamic world with the Western
developed world. It notably borrowed from the Islamic and human values in
rational politics among which are the principle of solidarity, the promotion of unity
and harmony between different nationalities and ethnicities. Subsequently, it
avoided many ethnic conflicts and disputes that had previously hindered its revival.
On the contrary, it even managed to promote unity among all groups of people
with their different religions. Thus, coexistence took place among people of
various religions: such as Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism and others, as
well as the ideological trends and party agglomeration in the people of the same
community and religion. Besides, they adopted the principle of changing public
evil; and the political and economic reform in the form of fighting and eliminating
corruption, through the persistence of its people and the will of reformers through
smart mechanisms and civilized means. Thus, this has been embodied in the story
of "Muhammad Mahathir," the founder of the Renaissance and the reformer. The
research consists of a preliminary discussion, two chapters and a conclusion. The
first chapter focussed on introducing Civilizational Islam and a short introduction
about Malaysia and its policies. Whereas, the second chapter deals with Mahathir's
role in implementing civilized Islam and achieving Malaysian renaissance, and
then, a conclusion containing the most important findings and the most prominent
recommendations.

Keywords: Civilizational Islam, Malaysia, Mahathir, renaissance, development.
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