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Abstract

Anyone who reflects on the archives available on the internet, as well as on what is concealed within the vaults of
official archives concerning the history of French colonialism across various countries of the world, will find astonishing truths
within them. The history of France is written in the blood of militants, resisters, and freedom fighters in every corner of the
globe. The Museum of Skulls in Paris stands as a stark witness to the brutality of colonialism, and the black pages of its crimes
in different regions form a dark record that narrates, between its lines, the savagery of the usurper of the revolutionaries’ land.

Even more heinous is what Algeria endured—the most brutal form of colonialism known to history—so much so that
the term “settler-colonizer” became inseparably associated with it, as an all-encompassing expression of aggression against
land, honor, and identity. The hateful French aggressor’s policy in Algeria was not limited to plundering wealth; it went far
beyond that to the destruction of the Muslim Algerian identity itself, employing the most malicious methods, tricks, and even
so-called soft policies to subdue the people, in service of its interests and to consolidate its presence on a land that rejects
strangers just as the sea casts out corpses.The Aures region, like the rest of pure Algerian land, bore the heavy burden of
colonialism, which left historical scars upon it, until it came to be regarded as an open theater narrating the savagery of the
French colonizer and the ugliness of its crimes against the local population—people who rose up against it as the fuel for the
spark of the revolution that swept across the protected lands of Algeria.

The city of Menaa, in the heart of the Aurés in Batna Province, stands as a living witness, pulsating with dark stories
of the atrocities committed by the French army against the inhabitants of the region. The evidence of this still interrogates
history today: a route whose winding paths contain historical landmarks within the framework of dark tourism (Dark Tourism),
as an experience to explore places etched with memories of tragedy, and as an opportunity to read the past from a different
perspective—where emotions meet facts within the spaces of memory. These emerge before our eyes through French archival
documents, which we will attempt to give voice to through the efforts of the Historical Club of the Wilaya Concord
Association of Batna in preserving history, so as to reveal the strategy of the French colonizer in erasing national identity in the
city of Menaa, as well as the methods of local resistance.

Keywords:
French colonialism — identity — archival documents — the city of Menaa — Elwifak Association Wilaya of Batna
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Menaa est plus pittoresque encore que Beni-Ferah. Le
village est plus isolé sur un piton rocheux au pied duquel
l'oued Abdi et ses alfluents roulent leurs eaux.

La vue étendue sur la vallée principale est trés belle par

Palternance et le contraste des champs pierreux parsemés
de rocs et de jardins luxuriants, riches en arbres fruitiers
de toute espéce et en légumes.

Menaa posséde une petite mosquée et une école, une ou
deux boutiques d’étoffes et d’épices, un hammam en cons-
truction el aussi un café maure enluminé de fresques gros-
siéres et de dessins rudimentaires.

La mosquée est exiqué. L'accés de son modeste minaret
par échelle vaut 4 I'ascensionniste quelques horions. Le mo-
kadem ficcepte les piéces sans fierté et son aspect misérable
indique qu’il tire peu de ressources de I'exercice du culte.

L’¢école, que dirige 'unique Francais du lien, est la seule
construction européenne. Elle s'étend de l'autre cité du
torrent et c’est une assez longue promenade pour y accéder.

Le cheik m’y conduit en personne et me fait faire ainsi
connaissance avec l'intérieur du village.

Autant la vue extérieure du bourg annongait une agglo-

iération proprette avec ses maisons blanches, ses fenétres
2l cheminées assez nombreuses indiquant une vie générale
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