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Abstract

This paper addresses a precise, applied problem in the methodology of Islamic legal research: is
artificial intelligence capable of functioning as an independent evaluator (murajjih) that can
resolve juristic disagreement, or is its utility confined to that of an assisting instrument in
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gathering and organizing scholarly opinions, with the actual weighing (tarjth) remaining the
exclusive act of the qualified scholar?

Grounded in the ustli conception of ijtihad as a personal faculty (as defined by al-Shatib1 and
Ibn al-Qayyim), the study advances a controlled empirical experiment. A single contested
juristic question—the recitation of al-Fatiha by a follower behind the imam—was posed to
three general large-language models (Claude, ChatGPT, Gemini) and one specialized retrieval-
based tool (Usiil), across two processing modes and two question formulations. The models'
citations were then verified against six critically-edited primary sources spanning three legal
schools.

The findings demonstrate that citation hallucination is structural rather than incidental: of some
fourteen juristic citation attempts, only one matched the verified source. Models typically
identify the volume correctly but fabricate the page. Their “weighing” proved to be a response
to question phrasing rather than a stable juristic position. The study concludes that Al is an
assistant to tarjih, not an independent agent of it, and offers a practical protocol for the
researcher’s disciplined, verification-based use of these tools.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence; Islamic jurisprudence; tarjih; citation hallucination;
ijtihad; research methodology.
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